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Forest Talk unravels the complexities of the symbiotic
relationships within a forest that go on under our very own feet.
Koch takes the time to build the backstory from indigenous
knowledge all the way up to the cutting edge research of today.
From fungi to humans, trees connect with and through a wide
array of organisms, with life-changing implications at every
junction. For example, certain deciduous trees have built-in trade
agreements with coniferous trees to exchange resources during
difficult seasons or when a disease plagues one of the species
but not the other. The health of a forest literally depends on
diversity, helping us realize that humans could learn a lot from
floral society structures.
The sources of information presented in this book open up a
whole new world of forest research as well as environmental
science. Not only does Koch explain the science behind current
environmental conflict, she also extends opportunities for
practical application. Considering that this book reaches out
to middle grade readers, including giving action steps, this
book will engage the most curious and moldable minds in our
communities. Unfortunately, there are a few major editorial
mistakes in this edition, such as information about the levels
of the forest that are not identical in the locations described in
this book. Despite these technical issues, Forest Talk will be a
valuable resource for teachers, community leaders, and parents
alike.
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